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Access Restrictions: . None 


‘Commission Participants: Dieter Snell 
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Forei gn‘Representatives: ee Col. Abdul-Khaligq M. Al-Silwi (MOI) 
s ROA Me Lt. Col. Nabil Al-Sanaburi (PSO) 
Mr. Hassan Taha (PSO) 


_ \ Interpreter: àS é . | 


‘Prepared By: 5 y ‘Raj De. 
on By, oe Dieter Snell. 


The. interview was. érigitelly schiedited for 28 Febitiany 2004 bùr. was rescheduled for the 
next.moming upon the request of om interview.was conducted at the 
Police Officers‘Club in Sanaa, Yemen. —« present at this location when 
Commission Staff arrived. The interview started at approximately 10: 30am and _ ed at 


approximatel 12: 40 pm. As the FBI hiad an interview request pending fol SA 

ed the interview: Commission staff followed-up with additional questions 
sed an interpreter for both questions and answers s anng the entire 
interview. 


kher introductions ‘and Sem >in which ont to the interviewers’ 


expressions of appreciation for his agreeing to | “It is my duty”: 

” discussed his relationship with Ramzi Binalshibh. C j that Binalshibh had 
been his neighbor i in Ye the ciy men 1n1994, Binalshibh left for 
Germany: Attha aid he as only about 17 years old. 
According, Binalshibh returned to Yemen once or twice after moving to 


said that during one of these visits, he saw Binalshibh in passing on 
aid that he had no greater relationship with Binalshibh other than 
having lived next door to him several years ago. 


Germany. 


Sm 
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said that he and ‘Binalshibh had been neighbors in the al-Hasabah district of 
a Bjnñalshibh moved next door ae sometime in 1992-93, but 
S was. not-sure of the exact date: aid he first met Binalshibh during 
ARDI he one to two year period omg which they were neighbors, before Binalshibh moved 
a to. Gerinany. D ; 


‘Binalshibh’s mother lived r next: a | a the same residence as Binalshibh, and 
she: remained i in ‘the same home after. Binalshibh left for Germany. Binalshibh returned to 
sh. Yemen. to ‘visit. her" ‘Binalshibh’s motherdied roughly one year ago. Binalshibh’s brother 
A x Ahmed: also lives 2 esidence with their mother. In fact, Ahmed still lives there with 


à his wife today. however, was. not sure-whether Ahmed lived at this address at 
‘the same time: eee in » Germany [Fi nt not know whether Binalshibh 
had any other: brothers... s E 


iE ‘He would only see ‘hin on the street when, he was going to the store, etc aid 
A ‘that Binalshibh was $ix Or seven: years oldeèthan himself. In view of this age difference 

‘Binalshibh and he were. really not ‘that close. Far cause of the age difference, 

he and Binalshibh did not gttend-schaol together. | mamta he did not know where 

Binalshibh went to school. EDR said that he did not know if Binalshibh had a job, 

and that he a close-enough rélationship with, Binalshibh to know who were 

| i 4 hisffjends. (ea he only ‘knew that Binalshibh went to Germany after the war 
| 44 4. to study, which would have been sometime before'the end of 1994. He said that he did 

: 44 4 not know whether Binalshibh participated i in the Yemeni civil war, or what his political 
oe ‘ leanings were at the time. He also-did not-know whether Binalshibh had traveled outside 


‘of Yemen prior to going to Germany, He-was not sure. why. Binalshibh. chose to n in 


Eo i that he didn not gend much time with Binalshibh wien: 3 mma 


. \4 ‘Germany;,or whether Binalshibh considered. going to any. other countries: aid 
t 14 that he only found out that Binalshibh had gone to mets after a had already left from 
T: a; opka pt at the local grocery store. ` s, zo 


i C7 fiaimed to have seen Binalshibh only © once since ien, a E into 
; ` s wit 


i Binalshibh ‘gp th eet. When asked if he ever.had any phone contact inalshibh 
explained that because Binalshibh’s mother did not have a phone, 


all herat house when he 
niid to reac Binalshibh would therefore cal | >œ Bhouse and as 
. to his.mother, and: whoever answered the phone would get her from next door. — 
: said that his only phone contact with Binalshibh would have been. on such occasions, an 

i it would only have een to exchange pleasantries. 


ibh started calling his K to reach the 
is his phone number and is the numbe 


aa Binal ther lived, and that Binalshibli had called this number from Germany as 
well, ‘eiterated that Binalshibh’s mother did not have a phone at the time and 


that tiffs number must have belonged to somebody other than Binalshibh’s mother. 
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Ekrine that the building in which Binalshibh’s mother lived was divided into 
~ Aflats; so the. phone number must have been, massiened: to one of the other flats in this 
Es Paling meee i 


oe DSA Faid that hiş entire family | ked the phone in his house, and that the number he 

’ ` Wdentified ¢ earlier still belongs, to him (he and his family continue to live at the same place 

as when Binalshibh was their neighbor). He could not recall when Binalshibh last called 
De the number, nor could he say how ntany times Binalshibh called looking for his mother, 

| 4 $ as others may have answered the phone ‘on occasion, He said that was personally aware 


: Sof at least two from Binalshibli Lh not recognize the following 


js khone numbe: 


Djan hë had no eee coittacts with Binalshibh after the latter left for Germany 
‘other than these calls, and the: one time he ran into Binalshibh on. the street. Although he 

was: ‘hot. sure, he guessed that Binalshibh had returned to Yemen to: ‘visit his mother when 

. they ran into each other.| ~. Fould not recall when this meeting-accurred, but he 

. thought it‘happened after he got married in 1997, He guessed it therefore inust have been 

i around:1998. Cpa that this.encounter-with Binalshibh was brief. Altho 

i he could.not: recall. precisely what was said, he recalled Binalshibh commenting tat] 
fk had gtown up and had gotten married since they last saw each other. When asked 

whether the. calls from Binalshibh occurred before or after this meeting; aid he 

thought that 'the'calls occurred both before and after this visit. as unaware of 


any other visits Binalshibh made to Yemen other than this one after Binalshibh moved to 


© : i Germany. 3 
D | eb ith a copy of a fax sent by-Binalshibh in August 2000 to 
i; the Florida: FlightT rahe tain g Center (FFTC), in which Binalshibh Ji t office box 
| ¥ numberand __>\___þame as his point of contact in Yemen: denied that he 
: Ä or anyone in his family had such’a post office box, but he said he would be willing to ask 
tf his relatives if they recognized the:box number on Binalshibh’s fax: said that 
į i he had not known until then that Binalshi used him as a point of contact, and he 
: i had no idea why Binalshibh did n MED had no explanation why his name 


‘and number were listed as the point of contact on a piece of paper found during a search 
conducted in Germany. [aid he never gave Binalshibh permission to use him 


as a point of contact. 


; Returning to the phone calls first said that the phone that Binalshibh called 
; is registered under his name, as the oldest male of his household. He later corrected 
: himself, noting that the phone is actually registered under his father’s name, Abdullah. 
' Although he is still alive, Abdullah is very old and had no relationship with Binalshibh. 
[pases once again that Binalshibh’s mother asked for permission for her son to 
call her on his phone, and that he himself had never had a relationship with Binalshibh. 


Although his family would usually not allow others to use their phone, he said that he 
allo bh’s mother to receive calls from Binalshibh simply out of respect for 


H " i 
her. eea he could not recall when Binalshibh’s calls started or ended. 
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[aad he could not recall any visit wy Big al | ib , ae 


~ been particularly closé to Ahmed gj 


was reminded b at Birialshibhi called... phone on 1 August 2000, 
that Binalshibh sent two faxes to the FFEC with: | | 3 ]listed-as his point of contact on 
8 August 2000 and 10 August 2000, and ‘that it appears'that Binalshibh flew to Yemen for 
about one month on 18 August 2000f, i Foncea that he. might i in fact have seen 
Binalshibh on two separate occasions, but he ad no spétific memory: other than the one 
encounter he related earlier about running ; into/Binalshibh on the street. [esi 
claimed not to have had any relationship with: ‘Bynalshibhi: ‘noting that.he"would not have 
been the one to welcome Binalshibh when he; visited Yertien:. ee knowing 
with whom Binalshibh would have associated when he caine to visit. 


When asked about Binalskith’s drethu: Ahmed DEEE l id he did üöt o anything 
about his relationship with Binalshibh. Specifical y, he didinot ‘know whether Binalshibh 
and Ahmed kept in touch after Binalshibh had moved to Germany. Although 

conceded that he knows Ahmed better that he/knew Binalshibh, he claimed not to have 
JOs er, Ahmed ïs older than. Binalshibh, and thus even 
less of.a direct peerof[|_______ | _/ þaid that the extent of his relationship with 
Ahmed is simply to exchange greetings on the street. He did, hot know where Ahmed 
worked or whether he had ever traveled: outside Yemen, 


Kajá ie did not know iele Bihalshibh had a roi amed Ab dullah. He 
e-had never heard of a friend of Binalshibh’s į named cosine Abe Moreover, 
aid he did not know Binalshibh to ever use any other names, such as “Omar” 


or “Ahed Sabet.” Finaly[ ia not er ognize post office box humber 


At this point in the interview, all took a teh minute break 


When asked specifically if he ever heard of Binalshibh viorking a at a tavak feta 
no. He added that he never had any reason to ask Binalshibh about. his work, or whether 
he even had a bank account. ee id he hing of Bi 

beliefs, reiterating that when inalshi 


Binalshibh was known as a quiet person who was not very: Social a 

that he only learned that Binalshibh applied for a U.S. visa from the media after 9/11; he 
was not aware that Binalshibh applied ‘for a U!S. visa as early as 1995. id not 
even know that Binalshibh was interested in studying abroad until after Binalshibh left 
for Germany. He claimed, however, that it was not particularly unusual for people from 
his community to travel abroad for médical treatment or to study. 


Upon further questioning] _poncede that he may have seen Binalshibh more 
than once after he left for Germany. He may have seen him two or three times, but he 


now recalled seeing him at least twice: He said that the encounter he mentioned earlier 
was the first time he saw Binalshibh’after Binalshibh left for Germany, which was about 
four years after he moved a Binalshibh did not look any different 
when he saw him. Although he’ insisted that he not recall the details of the conversation 
they had on the street some five years ago, he did remember that Binalshibh said he was 
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a o aa said Binalshibh did 
© o a mention anything about traveline to Afghanistan or Chechnya, or about any interest 
Lory on! in Aight Senpol, 2 


oe Te ies said he ‘did not know any: of the following individuals: Mohamed el-Amir, 
< Mohammed ‘Atta, Marwan al-Shehhi, Abu Kaka, Abdul Rahman (he noted that this is a 
‘yery common name, but said he did not know of anybody with this name connected to 
OR Binalshibh i in Germany), Ziad Jarrah, Abu Tariq, Ould Slahi, Abu Musab, Zakariya 
$ Essabar, Abu al- -Magrebi, Mounir él-Motassadeq, Abdelghani Mzoudi, Karim Mehdi, 
i Haydar. Zamiar, or Said Bähaji. 


C has asked to 103k at ‘the photos in the Penttbom book. He did not recognize 
any of the:pictures ‘other than from the news, except for two photos of Binalshibh (#21 
and:#36). He said that the first picture looked like Binalshibh as he knew him (no beard), 
and ‘that he récognized the: second picture only from television: said that the 
picture he recognized of Binalshibh is how he MORSE both before he left for Germany 
and when he came aoe to visit Yemen. i g 


L f roceedėa to ee. ae cally about each of the calls made to 


his phone that were reflected on Binalshibh’s phone. record: ad no memory 
about any of.the calls in- particular. Before he was presented with the actual phone record 
showing the specific times and dates of the’calls, however{______ paid that sometimes 

i Binalshibh would call and ask for his mother and then call back a few minutes later [this 
® i pattern is in fact. reflected on: ‘the ‘phone record]. ae to have no difficulty 
| reading the record but said that,he did not remember any specific calls because they were 
i not especially important to him;‘he would just answer the calls and exchange pleasantries 
i before getting Binalshibh’s mother, 


C that Hie: would never ive allowed Binalshibh to use his phone to call his 
mother if he had known.that Binalshibh was‘going to do something bad. He said that he 
feels terrible that Binalshibh basically used him, and that he was willing, and considered 
it his duty, to help if he had any relevant information. 


At the end of the interview[ as asked about some of his personal information. 
He was born in Hijra 1398 (1978) and is 26 years old: inished high school in 
1996 and had attended university in Sanaa. He studied accounting, and he had only two 

courses remaining in order to receive his degree. He said he now worked with his father 
as a construction contractor. s 


When asked about his travel ee eee first said he had traveled only to Saudi 
Arabia for Hajj and for Omra. He said he had traveled for-Hajj one time three years ago, 
and for Omra three separate times, once in 1996 as well as éach of the last two years. 
When pressed further as to whether he had ever traveled. outsid er than those 
four times, and specifically whether he had ever been to Bosnia dmitted that 
he traveled to Bosnia in 1995. He was generally reluctant to discuss the details of this 
trip, and during the questioning he repeatedly referred us to the PSO, whom he said had 
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prepared a detailed report on his travel to Bosnia. a. he spent three months 
in Bosnia after high school, but by the time he arrived the Dayton agreement was already 
in place so the fighting was basically finished. He said he did not go through any training 
other than training for general fitness þaid that he had been inspired to go by 
a neighbor named Abdul Nasser, who died fighting in Bosnia in 1995 at the age of 30. 

did not believe that Abdul Nasser knew Binalshibh. Although some people 
from the aréa knew that he had traveled to Bosnia, he said. hi ld Binalshibh, who 
had moved tò Germany befor ent to Bosnia aid he never spoke 
with Binalshibh about the latter haying traveled to Chechnya, Afghanistan, or Pakistan. 
In response to specific sacri amma E that hé himself had ever traveled to 
Chechnya, Afghanistan, or Pakistan either. © i o; i 
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